
 

Vestavia Hills 
Board of Zoning Adjustment Agenda 

July 20, 2023 
6:00 PM 

  
 
1. Roll Call 
2. Approval Of Minutes: June 15, 2023 
3. BZA-23-11 Kim Parker is requesting a Variance for Location of Fence in the Front 

Setback for the property located at 1121 Winward Lane. The purpose of 
this request is to build a decorative fence in the front setback. The property 
is owned by Kim Parker and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9. 

4. BZA-23-13 Phillip Young is requesting a Rear Setback Variance, Side Setback 
Variance, Lot Area Variance, & Lot Width Variance, for the property 
located at 404 Fernwood Drive. The purpose of this request is to reduce 
the Rear Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Side 
Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Lot Area to 11,227 
sq ft in lieu of the required 15,000 sq ft & to reduce the Lot Width to 75' in 
lieu of the required 100', to renovate existing shed. The property is owned 
by Phillip Young and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

5. BZA-23-14 Zach Anderson is requesting a Front Setback Variance for the property 
located at 3313 Willis Drive. The purpose of this request is to reduce the 
front setback to 20' in lieu of the required 35', to build a detached carport. 
The property is owned by Zach Anderson and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

6. BZA-23-15 Joe and Kayla Meadow are requesting a Front Setback Variance for the 
property located at 3317 Cherry Tree Lane . The purpose of this request 
is to reduce the front setback to 45' in lieu of the required 60', to build a 
new house. The property is owned by Joe Meadows and is zoned Vestavia 
Hills R-1. 

7. Time Of Adjournment 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

June 15, 2023 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Rick Rice, Chairman  
Michael Fliegel, Alt     
Stephen Greer  
Ryan Rummage, Alt    

  
MEMBERS ABSENT:         
      Loring Jones, III 

Thomas Parchman 
      Tony Renta    
 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
        
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of May 18, 2023 were presented for approval.   
 
MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of May 18, 2023 was 

made by Mr. Fliegel and 2nd was by Mr. Greer.  Motion as carried on a 
voice vote as follows: 

 
   Mr. Fleigel – yes Mr. Rummage – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Rice – yes    

Motion carried. 
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VARIANCE FOR LOCATION OF FENCE 
 

BZA-23-11 Kim Parker is requesting a Variance for Location of Fence in the 
Front Setback for the property located at 1121 Winward Lane. The 
purpose of this request is to build a decorative fence in the front setback. 
The property is owned by Kim Parker and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project.  
 
 Kim Parker, 1121 Winward Lane, was present for the case and the engineering  
requirements in the rear of the lot forces a fence to go in the front setback. He stated that  
the porous driveway in the rear prevented a backyard from being constructed. 
 
 Chairman Rice asked the applicant to clarify the specific hardship. Mr. Parker  
responded that the driveway in the rear made it impractical to fence in.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked why the fence couldn’t go on the side of the property, albeit a  
much smaller portion of the lot. Chairman Rice stated to the applicant that the hardship  
must run with the land and that he didn’t see a hardship.  
 
 Mr. Parker stated that there is only 11’ between the houses and that the fence is also  
needed for children safety as the neighbors have a young child.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked is there anyway the rear could be fenced in. He suggested the  
applicant put some type of green impervious pad to make it seem more like a backyard.  
 
 Mr. Parker said that there is a driveway for the garages and a grass strip in the very  
back. 
 
 Mr. Greer asked if there is an HVAC unit on the side of the house. Mr. Parker  
stated that there is but only on one side. It includes other utility equipment too.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked how high the fence was and Mr. Fliegel stated it was 3’ per  
application.  
 
 Chairman Rice stated that he saw no hardship. Also, even though the driveway is in  
the rear, that was necessitated by needing a garage.  
 
 Mr. Parker said the porous pavement was needed because of engineering  
requirements and the not because of the need for a garage. 
 
 Mr. Rummage told the applicant he understood the need for the fence, but that he  
agreed with Chairman Rice that the Zoning Code factors for a hardship with the   
information presented.  
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing. Chairman Rice told the 

Page 3 of 45



BZA Minutes 
Page | 3 

applicant that he can postpone the request and rehear next month, as a denial by the 
Board will forbid the applicant from applying for the same request for one year. Mr. 
Wakefield said there is an appeal option if the Board votes down the request. Mr. 
Wakefield also stated that all 4 members present must vote yes to approve the request.   
 
Mr. Parker stated that he would like to postpone the case to the next month.  
 

 
VARIANCE FOR LOCATION OF FENCE 

 
BZA-23-12 Whitney Henderson is requesting a Variance for Location of Fence in 

the Front Setback for the property located at 1119 Winward Lane. The 
purpose of this request is to build a decorative fence in the front setback. 
The property is owned by Whitney Henderson and is zoned Vestavia Hills 
R-9. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project. 
 
   Whitney Henderson, 1119 Winward Lane, stated that she was looking to do the 
same project as her neighbor in the previous request. Also that the fence is needed 
because they have a dog and a child. Fence would be peace of mind.  
 
 Mrs. Henderson also stated that there is a similar fence on the adjacent street 
(Mayland Lane) 
 
 Mr. Wakefield stated that the homeowner of that address was summoned to this 
meeting. Mr. Wakefield said that he talked with this resident and gave him all applicable 
information to apply before the Board. He never submitted anything and would be 
required to move it.  
 
 Mrs. Henderson said her HVAC and utility equipment would abut a fence on the 
neighbor’s side yard. She stated that the fence is added safety with a child present in the 
front yard.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked one last time if there were any other hardship reasonings. 
 
 Mrs. Henderson said that she said no and that probably added Board members 
wouldn’t help her case in terms of a hardship.  
 
 Mr. Greer stated that Mrs. Henderson and the previous applicant could get together 
and brainstorm to come up with a better hardship as he didn’t see one existing with the 
current information.  
 
 Mrs. Henderson stated that she would like to withdraw her request. 
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MULTIPLE VARIANCES 
 

BZA-23-13 Phillip Young is requesting a Rear Setback Variance, Side Setback 
Variance, Lot Area Variance, & Lot Width Variance, for the property 
located at 404 Fernwood Drive. The purpose of this request is to reduce 
the Rear Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Side 
Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Lot Area to 11,227 
sq ft in lieu of the required 15,000 sq ft & to reduce the Lot Width to 75' in 
lieu of the required 100', to renovate existing shed. The property is owned 
by Phillip Young and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project and stated that the applicant 
couldn’t make the hearing because of a scheduling conflict.  
 
 Chairman Rice stated he had questions regarding the rear of the property and asked 
that the request be postponed to the next month. 
  

 
At 6:31 PM, Mr. Fliegel made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:31 PM. 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment  
Planners Report 

   
MEETING DATE 
July 20, 2023  
   
AGENDA ITEM 
BZA-23-11 Kim Parker is requesting a Variance for Location of Fence in the Front 

Setback for the property located at 1121 Winward Lane. The purpose of 
this request is to build a decorative fence in the front setback. The property 
is owned by Kim Parker and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9.  

   
BACKGROUND 
Variance for Location of Fence in the Front Setback.  
   
PLANNER'S REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION 
The applicant is requesting a variance for the location of a decorative fence in the front 
setback. The applicant contends the alley way in the rear doesn't allow a fence in the 
backyard and the backyard's proximity to the sewer main also causes a hardship. The 
fence is a 3 foot wooden decorative fence. The fence will abut the front property line in 
the corner of the lot and will move back towards the house, so as to not enclose the 
parking pad in the front of the house. The applicant's property is zoned R-9.  
   
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application 
2. Survey 
3. Proposed Drawing 
4. Front Picture 
5. Side Picture 
6. Affidavit 
   
Jack Wakefield 
City Planner 
 

Page 6 of 45



Page 7 of 45



Page 8 of 45



Page 9 of 45



Page 10 of 45



Page 11 of 45



Page 12 of 45



Page 13 of 45



Page 14 of 45



Page 15 of 45



City of Vestavia Hills 
Office of the City Clerk 

OWNER AFFIDAVIT (This form must be notarized}: 

I do hereby declare that the following statements are correct concerning the subject property 
located at: l ! � l &Jih wo,,:) UV{le, , Vestavia Hills,
Alabama and that statements submitted in my application are true and that I am: (please check

all that apply) . 

.)ti--the Property Owner and representing myself in said request.

__ the Property Owner, but I am authorizing a Representing Agent by the name of: 
____________________________ to represent me in the 
following request: 

And am requesting: (please check) 

__ Rezoning Request 
__ Preliminary Plat Approval 
__ Final Plat Approval 

XJ Request for Variance 
__ Special Exception 
__ Design Review Approval 

__ Conditional Use Approval 

Signed: 
Owner Signature/Date 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF dettecsofl 

Given under my hand and seal 
this JncJ. day of Mo.y , 2Qol3. 

��--� Notary Public 

My commission expires J fR 4-k day of Mo..y, � . 

�,,,,,, ..... ,,,,,,,. 
�� �p� i,,,. 

��·sw-· ••••••'/i �
-� •• 1:" .. •· "Z � •• ....,...«i!•. � 

I ei ..-liv. 2Dl,, �·
•
. "4 �-s-• • � 

-. 
. l -. 
. 

= ·1 .• . = -. "' . 
--. �· \\ : E

. ·� ... •••
• A,,..__,��..-� I ,-_�VfAK'. •• 

' -�······· :.I :11� .. fATE cir .... +�-
'''"Ht"'""'". 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment  
Planners Report 

   
MEETING DATE 
July 20, 2023  
   
AGENDA ITEM 
BZA-23-13 Phillip Young is requesting a Rear Setback Variance, Side Setback 

Variance, Lot Area Variance, & Lot Width Variance, for the property 
located at 404 Fernwood Drive. The purpose of this request is to reduce 
the Rear Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Side 
Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Lot Area to 11,227 
sq ft in lieu of the required 15,000 sq ft & to reduce the Lot Width to 75' in 
lieu of the required 100', to renovate existing shed. The property is owned 
by Phillip Young and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

   
BACKGROUND 
10' Rear Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 5' in Lieu of the Required 15' & 10' 
Side Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 5' in Lieu of the Required 15' & 3,773 
sq ft Lot Area Variance to Reduce the Lot Area to 11,227 sq ft in Lieu of the Required 
15,000 sq ft & 15' Lot Width Variance to Reduce the Lot Width to 75' in Lieu of the 
Required 100'.  
   
PLANNER'S REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION 
The applicant is requesting multiple variances to renovate the existing rear accessory 
structure. The applicant contends the underground drain pipe causes a hardship if the 
structure were to be demolished and rebuilt to the specifications of the current zoning. 
There is currently a septic tank and field lines in the rear that limit the buildability. 
There is also a unique sewer drain accompanied with the septic lines in the rear. This 
request will not alter the current location of the structure and would just be a renovation 
because of storm water damage. The property is currently on a lot and a half and must 
be resurveyed to receive a permit for the renovation. The new lot would be undersized 
in both lot area and lot width. As a result, those subsequent variances are being 
requested too. The property is zoned R-3.   
   
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Engineering Comments 
2. Application 
3. Survey 
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4. Affidavit 
   
Jack Wakefield 
City Planner 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment  
Planners Report 

   
MEETING DATE 
July 20, 2023  
   
AGENDA ITEM 
BZA-23-14 Zach Anderson is requesting a Front Setback Variance for the property 

located at 3313 Willis Drive. The purpose of this request is to reduce the 
front setback to 20' in lieu of the required 35', to build a detached carport. 
The property is owned by Zach Anderson and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2.  

   
BACKGROUND 
15' Front Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 20' in Lieu of the Required 35'.  
   
PLANNER'S REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION 
Applicant is seeking a front setback variance to build a new detached carport addition. 
Applicant contends that the odd-shaped lot and the septic tank and fill lines in the rear 
cause a hardship. The lot has a 35' recorded front setback line and the applicant drafted 
and recorded a setback waiver, with all relevant neighbors signing. This property is 
zoned R-2 and staff has no issues with the request.   
   
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application 
2. Drawings 
3. Waiver 
4. Owners Affidavit 
   
Jack Wakefield 
City Planner 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment  
Planners Report 

   
MEETING DATE 
July 20, 2023  
   
AGENDA ITEM 
BZA-23-15 Joe and Kayla Meadow are requesting a Front Setback Variance for the 

property located at 3317 Cherry Tree Lane . The purpose of this request 
is to reduce the front setback to 45' in lieu of the required 60', to build a 
new house. The property is owned by Joe Meadows and is zoned Vestavia 
Hills R-1.  

   
BACKGROUND 
15' Front Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 45' in Lieu of the Required 60'.  
   
PLANNER'S REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION 
Applicants are seeking a front setback variance to build a new house. The applicants 
contend the drainage ditch in the rear and the topography forces the house to be built 
closer to the front of the lot. The existing home, which will be demolished, already sits 
at the requested setback. The flood plain of Little Shades Creek encompasses a portion 
of the lot, also limiting buildable area. This property is zoned R-1 and staff has no issues 
with the request.   
   
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application 
2. Current Survey 
3. Proposed Site Plan 
4. Owners Affidavit 
   
Jack Wakefield 
City Planner 
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