
 

Vestavia Hills 
Board of Zoning Adjustment Agenda 

August 17, 2023 
6:00 PM 

  
 
1. Roll Call 
2. Approval Of Minutes 
3. BZA-23-17 Sanford Hardy is requesting a Side Setback Variance for the property 

located at 3422 River Mist Circle. The purpose of this request is to reduce 
the side setback to 13' in lieu of the required 15', to build a detached storage 
building. The property is owned by Sanford Hardy and is zoned Vestavia 
Hills R-2. 

4. Time Of Adjournment 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

MINUTES

July 20, 2023

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following:

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Rick Rice, Chairman
Michael Fliegel, Alt
Loring Jones, III
Stephen Greer
Thomas Parchman
Tony Renta

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Ryan Rummage, Alt

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of June 15, 2023 were presented for approval.  

MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of June 15, 2023 was 
made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Fliegel.  Motion as carried on a 
voice vote as follows:

Mr. Fleigel – yes Mr. Parchman – yes
Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Renta – yes
Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Rice – yes
Motion carried.
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VARIANCE FOR LOCATION OF FENCE

BZA-23-11 Kim Parker is requesting a Variance for Location of Fence in the 
Front Setback for the property located at 1121 Winward Lane. The 
purpose of this request is to build a decorative fence in the front setback. 
The property is owned by Kim Parker and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9.

Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project. There being no one present for 
the case, Mr. Wakefield asked to move the case to the end of the docket.

Following the delay:

Mr. Wakefield explained that because we heard the case last week, we will vote on 
it regardless if the applicant is here. 

Mr. Wakefield stated that this case was previously postponed due to lack of 
hardship.

Chairman Rice stated that there was no new information presented and Mr. Jones 
stated he saw no hardship.

Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion.

Motion to APPROVE a variance for location of a fence in the front setback, for the 
property located at 1121 Winward Lane was made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. 
Fliegel.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows:

Mr. Fleigel – no Mr. Parchman – no
Mr. Jones – no Mr. Renta – no
Mr. Greer – no Chairman Rice – no
Motion carried.

MULTIPLE VARIANCES

BZA-23-13 Phillip Young is requesting a Rear Setback Variance, Side Setback 
Variance, Lot Area Variance, & Lot Width Variance, for the property 
located at 404 Fernwood Drive. The purpose of this request is to reduce 
the Rear Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Side 
Setback to 5' in lieu of the required 15' & to reduce the Lot Area to 11,227 
sq ft in lieu of the required 15,000 sq ft & to reduce the Lot Width to 75' in 
lieu of the required 100', to renovate existing shed. The property is owned 
by Phillip Young and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.
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Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project.

Phillip Young was present for the case and stated that moving the shed is not 
feasible due to the septic tank in the rear. He trying to use the same location as the 
existing fence. 

Mr. Fliegel asked if this was a complete rebuild.

Mr. Young stated that they are amending the concrete blocks on the base of the 
structure but most is remaining outside of a renovation. 

Chairman Rice asked about the location of the power lines. 

Mr. Young stated that the shed has about a 7-8 of clearance from the power lines. 

Mr. Renta asked if there was a recorded easement for that power line. 

Mr. Wakefield pulled up multiple plat drawings and stated there is not one.

Mr. Renta stated that he was concerned that the power company may have an 
unrecorded easement on the property and that could put this permanent structure at risk. 

He asked that we make a motion for the Building Department look that possibility 
of an unrecorded easement as it relates to the power lines. 

Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion.

MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 10' Rear Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback 
to 5' in Lieu of the Required 15' & 10' Side Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 5' 
in Lieu of the Required 15' & 3,773 sq ft Lot Area Variance to Reduce the Lot Area to 
11,227 sq ft in Lieu of the Required 15,000 sq ft & 15' Lot Width Variance to Reduce the 
Lot Width to 75' in Lieu of the Required 100'. *Condition that Building Department 
review plans to confirm this is not in an unrecorded rear easement & recording of new 
resurvey*, for the property located at 404 Fernwood Drive was made by Mr. Renta and 
2nd was by Mr. Jones.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows:

Mr. Fleigel – yes Mr. Parchman – yes
Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Renta – yes
Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Rice – yes
Motion carried.

FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE

BZA-23-14 Zach Anderson is requesting a Front Setback Variance for the 
property located at 3313 Willis Drive. The purpose of this request is to 
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reduce the front setback to 20' in lieu of the required 35', to build a 
detached carport. The property is owned by Zach Anderson and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-2.

Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project.

Zach Anderson was present for the case and stated that the request is for a new 
carport addition and that the septic tank in rear and odd-shaped lot forces the building 
into the front setback.

Chairman Rice asked if the applicant would identify the septic tank on the map on 
the screen. Which Mr. Anderson did. 

Mr. Fleigel asked if this was an open-air carport.

Mr. Anderson stated it was. 

Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion.

MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 15’ Front Setback Variance to reduce the setback 
to 20’ in lieu of the required 35’, for the property located at 3133 Willis Drive was made 
by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Parchman.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as 
follows:

Mr. Fleigel – yes Mr. Parchman – yes
Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Renta – yes
Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Rice – yes
Motion carried.

FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE

BZA-23-14 Joe and Kayla Meadow are requesting a Front Setback Variance for 
the property located at 3317 Cherry Tree Lane . The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the front setback to 45' in lieu of the required 60', to 
build a new house. The property is owned by Joe Meadows and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-1.

Mr. Wakefield explained the scope of the project.

Wade Lowry was present for the case and explained the area where the new hosue 
was going to be. 

Mr. Lowry stated that the hardship is the very bad topography in the rear, along 
with the drainage piping. It forces the house to be pushed closer to the road, but around 
the same location as the existing house. 
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Mr. Fleigel stated that this seems like the only place on the lot to put a house. 

Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.

Larry Pate, 3321 Cherry Tree Lane, asked if this would affect his property in 
anyway. 

Mr. Lowry stated that this project would just be a new home and will not disturb the 
vegetation separating the properties.

Richard McCollum, 3343 Rosemary Lane, wanted clarification on what the 
development would do to the southern side of the property and would there be anything 
done related to the creek. 

Mr. Lowry said they are very limited on the site and that they can only disturb and 
build so close to the creek and floodway. 

There being no one else present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public 
hearing and opened the floor for a motion.

MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 15’ Front Setback Variance to reduce the setback 
to 45’ in lieu of the required 60’, for the property located at 3317 Cherry Tree Lane was 
made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Parchman.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote 
as follows:

Mr. Fleigel – yes Mr. Parchman – yes
Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Renta – yes
Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Rice – yes
Motion carried.

At 6:35 PM, Mr. Fliegel made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM.

Jack Wakefield,
Planner/GIS
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Board of Zoning Adjustment  
Planners Report 

   
MEETING DATE 
August 17, 2023  
   
AGENDA ITEM 
BZA-23-17 Sanford Hardy is requesting a Side Setback Variance for the property 

located at 3422 River Mist Circle. The purpose of this request is to reduce 
the side setback to 13' in lieu of the required 15', to build a detached 
storage building. The property is owned by Sanford Hardy and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-2.  

   
BACKGROUND 
2' Side Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 13' in Lieu of the Required 15'  
   
PLANNER'S REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION 
The applicant is seeking a side setback variance to build a detached storage building. 
The applicant contends the topography in the rear prevents building to Code. The rear 
half of the property slopes down a large amount to the Cahaba River. the dimensions of 
the building will be 12x16'.   
   
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application 
2. Survey 
3. Photos 
4. Affidavit 
   
Jack Wakefield 
City Planner 
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